INTO THE SHADOWS
render it my indispensable duty in Parliament to declare more fully
and explicitly than I have done hitherto my opinions on the conduct
of your Majesty's present Ministers, I cannot help feeling a most
anxious wish previously to lay those opinions before your Majesty.
Having stated what his intentions were he went on to explain
why it was that he proposed to withdraw his support from the
Government.
The experience of now nearly twelve months, and the observation
of all die different measures which have been suggested or adopted
by Government, and of the mode in which they have been executed,
have at length impressed me with a full conviction that while the
administration remains in its present shape, and particularly under
the direction of the person now holding the chief pkce in it, every
attempt to provide adequately and effectually for the public defence,
and for meeting the extraordinary and unprecedented efforts of the
enemy, will be fruitless. . . . With this impression, I consider the
time has arrived when it is my indispensable duty, both to your
Majesty and to the country, to avow these opinions, and to regulate
by them my Parliamentary conduct.
The letter was not handed to the King by Eldon until April
27th.
In the meantime the battle had been joined in Parliament.
On April 23 rd Fox's motion—that a committee of the House
should be set up to review and revise the Government's measures
for national defence—was introduced in the Commons. Pitt
spoke strongly against the Government. Two days later he
repeated his strictures on Addington's lack of policy. The
Government held its own, but Addington was bound to note
with alarm that his majorities were diminishing, and on the 26th
he saw the King to acquaint him that the present position was
untenable. In the background was Eldon who wished to avoid
any violent political crisis, knowing that it must adversely affect
the King's health; and sharing Pitt's conviction that something
must be done to strengthen the Government he undertook the
delicate task of intermediary between the Royal Closet and Pitt's
house in York Place. On May 2nd, therefore, Pitt wrote a letter
to Eldon in which he detailed his view of' the nature and descrip-
tion of administration which appears to be most conducive to
His Majesty's service': it had already been decided that the
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